
To: Mayor Birsan and Concord City Council Members 

From: Betty Gabaldon, former resident of Concord and Member of Rent Review Program 

Date: Nov. 26, 2018 

Re: City Council Agenda Item assessing the Rent Review Program on 11/27/18 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
My name is Betty Gabaldon, and I was a Concord resident for 18 years and also the president 
of the 1127 Virginia Ln Neighborhood Association and a member of the Rent Panel Review of 
the City of Concord. On October 1, 2018  Mauricio Carbajal became manager of the apartments 
where I resided for 6 years. After becoming the property manager, Carbajal gave my neighbor 
and I eviction notices without cause. When we asked him why, he said “There is no ‘just cause’ 
in Concord, so I do not have to give you any explanation." 
 
On November 1st, I moved out of Concord. I was displaced from Concord because of the greed 
of a landlord. Mr. Carbajal was very clear when he told me and Eduardo Torres, organizer with 
Tenants Together, that he was planning on evicting tenants to raise the rent. For that same 
reason, I was given the eviction. My rent was $ 1425.00. This same unit is already being rented 
for $ 1900 this month. $ 475 dollars more! Now, Carbajal is demanding that I pay the rent for 
November in order to receive my deposit. I believe this is retaliation for my history of standing up 
for myself and my neighbors.  
 
My eviction along with so many others in the city, like the one just across from the City Hall, 
Parkside Gardens, do not benefit from the Rent Review program, due to the fact that they can 
evict the tenants without any cause then charge enormous amounts of rent for future tenants. 
The irony is that I am a member of the Rent Review program and even then there was no law to 
protect me. 
 
I have witnessed two cases in which I participated as a member of the Rent Review program in 
which the tenants received excessive rent increases (one 48% and another 89%) that they were 
ultimately forced to pay, along with the previous months in which they were only paying a 10 
percent increase while their cases were pending in the Rent Review Program. This happened, 
and will continue to happen because there is no binding agreement. I find this Rent Review 
Panel as something the city uses to wash its hands clean and make us believe that it really 
works. This program does not work. 
 
Over and over again, we have been bringing numerous testimonies to you about the conditions 
where units are evicted after making complaints. And rents continue rising with the help of these 
unfair evictions. For years we have been demanding real tenant protections. It is time to have a 
just cause law and a rent control in Concord.  
 


