
 
 

LABOR DAY 2009: FROM PULPITS, AN URGENT CALL FOR IMMIGRATION REFORM 
 
On Labor Day weekend, EBASE's Interfaith Committee for Worker Justice, in partnership with the Black Alliance for a Just Immigration and the East Bay 
Sanctuary Covenant, brought immigrant workers into 16 predominantly African-American churches, where pastors invited the workers to the pulpits to share 
powerful stories of exploitative conditions and shattered families. Pastors described how reform would reflect core religious values, such as the biblical call to 
"welcome the stranger," and also move all forward together in face of economic crisis. The talks sparked a critical community dialogue. EBASE's strategic 
communications work has amplified the voices of the workers, pastors and congregants who stood together with a dozen media hits. 
 
 Outlet Date Headline/Reporter Quotes 
  

“Churches invite immigrant workers” 
“A group of African American churches joined 
with community groups and labor unions in 

calling for Immigration reform and improved 
working conditions.” 

Sept 6, 2009 

 
 10:00 pm News (KBCW) 
 11:00 pm News (KPIX) KPIX Channel 5 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

“In churches, immigrants find allies 
with open ears” By Matt O’Brien 

Sept. 7, 2009 
Front Page 

"I hope that my presence here helps you see 
me as a friend"  [Rolando, immigrant day 

laborer] 

  Sept. 7, 2009  

 

"…when we don't talk to each other and don't 
hear each others' story, we alienate each other" 

[Pastor Brian Woodson] 

“African-American churches in the East 
Bay give immigrants voice” 

Page 3  
(same text as CC Times;  

also featured on San Jose 
Mercury website) 

By Matt O’Brien 

   

 
Channel 14 

Sept. 5 & 6, 2009 
6:00 pm News 

  

 

 “We have a common destiny, we have a 
common country, we have a common hope for 

our children.” [Pastor Woodson] 
 Sept. 6, 2009 

Sharon Swoboda 6:00 pm News  
KPFA Radio “We want an opportunity to live with freedom 

and dignity as children of god. [Rolando] 

 
Oakland Globe 

“From pulpits, urgent call for 
immigration reform” 

 

Sept. 9, 2009 
Cover story Staff Reports 

“We urgently need a new system that protects 
workers from exploitation and allows all of 

God’s children to rise together to shared 
prosperity.”  [Pastor Woodson] 

 

  
Sept. 7, 2009 Lindsay Wasserberger 

“They threw us in the van like we were 
animals.  They didn’t care that I was 

pregnant,” [Ramona, immigrant worker] 

 

  
Elton Huang 

 
Sept. 7, 2009 

Page B4 

 
   

“African-Americans Open Doors to 
Latinos” By Farida Jhabvala Romero 

Sept. 13, 2009 
 

 Cover story 
 

http://www.contracostatimes.com/search/ci_13283029
http://www.contracostatimes.com/search/ci_13283029
http://www.kpfa.org/archive/id/54337
http://globenewspapers.com/fai1.htm
http://oaklandnorth.net/2009/09/07/migrants-invited-to-church-pulpits-for-labor-day/
http://74.208.100.139/wjepaperlogin/showpaperfull.aspx?20090907
http://www.impre.com/elmensajero/noticias/en-la-bahia/2009/9/13/afroamericanos-abren-las-puert-148254-3.html


 
 
 

 
 
CBS Channel 5.  
Transcript of Sunday, Sept 6, 2009 news coverage 
 
10:00 PM. (On sister station KBCW)  
East Bay Churches observed Labor Day weekend by hearing from immigrant workers about exploitative working conditions. A group of African 
American churches joined with community groups and labor unions in calling for immigration reform and improved working conditions. Pastors 
invited immigrant workers to their churches to tell their stories. They say Latino workers and African-American workers face similar 
discrimination.  
 
Pastor Brian K. Woodson: “Those who work to live ought to be able to live off their work. That’s a very simple thing.”  
 
More than a dozen churches took part in the program. Pastors say they hope the talks will spark community dialogue about immigration, and they 
say the current system allows some employers to exploit workers.  
 
11:00 PM. (KPIX)  
Some East Bay Churches observed Labor Day by hearing from immigrant workers. Community groups and Labor Unions are calling for 
immigration reform and improved working conditions. Pastors invited immigrants to tell their stories. They say Latino workers and African-
American workers face similar discrimination.  
 
Pastor Brian K. Woodson: “Those who work to live ought to be able to live off their work. That’s a very simple thing.”  
 
More than a dozen churches took part in the program. And pastors say they say the hope the program will spark community dialogue on the issue 
of immigration.  
 






