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LABOR DAY 2009: FROM PULPITS, AN URGENT CALL FOR IMMIGRATION REFORM

On Labor Day weekend, EBASE's Interfaith Committee for Worker Justice, in partnership with the Black Alliance for a Just Immigration and the East Bay
Sanctuary Covenant, brought immigrant workers into 16 predominantly African-American churches, where pastors invited the workers to the pulpits to share
powerful stories of exploitative conditions and shattered families. Pastors described how reform would reflect core religious values, such as the biblical call to
"welcome the stranger," and also move all forward together in face of economic crisis. The talks sparked a critical community dialogue. EBASE's strategic
communications work has amplified the voices of the workers, pastors and congregants who stood together with a dozen media hits.
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KPIX Channel 5

Sept 6, 2009

10:00 pm News (KBCW)

11:00 pm News (KPIX)

“Churches invite immigrant workers”

“A group of African American churches joined
with community groups and labor unions in
calling for Immigration reform and improved
working conditions.”

Sept. 7, 2009 “In churches, immigrants find allies “I hope ”}a_t mé’"presﬁnczhe_re helps you see
Front Page with open ears” By Matt O'Brien me as a friend" [Rolando, immigrant day
laborer]
Sept. 7, 2009 ] . ,
The aldand Tribune Page 3 “African-American churches in the East | "..when we don't talk to each other and don't

sarr o ko] i bvmne ooorm

(same text as CC Times;
also featured on San Jose
Mercury website)

Bay give immigrants voice”
By Matt O’Brien

hear each others' story, we alienate each other"
[Pastor Brian Woodson]

AN Sept. 5 & 6, 2009
UNIVISION 6:00 pm News
Channel 14
“We have a common destiny, we have a
Sept. 6, 2009 common country, we have a common hope for
E@;@ 6'00-pn,q News Sharon Swoboda our children.” [Pastor Woodson]
KPFA Radio “We want an opportunity to live with freedom
and dignity as children of god. [Rolando]
N “From pulpits, urgent call for “We urgently need a new system that protects
(_-:_] Sept. 9, 2009 workers from exploitation and allows all of

Oakland Globe

Cover story

immigration reform”
Staff Reports

God’s children to rise together to shared
prosperity.” [Pastor Woodson]

“They threw us in the van like we were

Oakland Sept. 7, 2009 Lindsay Wasserberger animals. They didn’t care that | was
North pregnant,” [Ramona, immigrant worker]
# R B £#R Sept. 7, 2009 Etton Huang
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Mensajero

Sept. 13, 2009
Cover story

“African-Americans Open Doors to
Latinos” By Farida Jhabvala Romero



http://www.contracostatimes.com/search/ci_13283029
http://www.contracostatimes.com/search/ci_13283029
http://www.kpfa.org/archive/id/54337
http://globenewspapers.com/fai1.htm
http://oaklandnorth.net/2009/09/07/migrants-invited-to-church-pulpits-for-labor-day/
http://74.208.100.139/wjepaperlogin/showpaperfull.aspx?20090907
http://www.impre.com/elmensajero/noticias/en-la-bahia/2009/9/13/afroamericanos-abren-las-puert-148254-3.html
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CBS Channel 5.
Transcript of Sunday, Sept 6, 2009 news coverage

10:00 PM. (On sister station KBCW)

East Bay Churches observed Labor Day weekend by hearing from immigrant workers about exploitative working conditions. A group of African
American churches joined with community groups and labor unions in calling for immigration reform and improved working conditions. Pastors
invited immigrant workers to their churches to tell their stories. They say Latino workers and African-American workers face similar
discrimination.

Pastor Brian K. Woodson: “Those who work to live ought to be able to live off their work. That’s a very simple thing.”

More than a dozen churches took part in the program. Pastors say they hope the talks will spark community dialogue about immigration, and they
say the current system allows some employers to exploit workers.

11:00 PM. (KPIX)

Some East Bay Churches observed Labor Day by hearing from immigrant workers. Community groups and Labor Unions are calling for
immigration reform and improved working conditions. Pastors invited immigrants to tell their stories. They say Latino workers and African-
American workers face similar discrimination.

Pastor Brian K. Woodson: “Those who work to live ought to be able to live off their work. That’s a very simple thing.”

More than a dozen churches took part in the program. And pastors say they say the hope the program will spark community dialogue on the issue
of immigration.






Churches

From Page 3

driguez returned to his seat
with a round of applause.

Earlier in the morning,
Maricruz Manzanarez be-
came tearful as she shared
the story of her first decade
in America to members of the
Faster Hill United Methodist
Church in Richmond.

“T experienced racism.
1 experienced being illegal
here,” said Manzanarez, who
was able to become a legal
resident three years ago. “I
think it's important for people
to not live in fear anymore.”

The pastors who invited
Latino guests to speak at 16
East Bay churches on Sunday
morning said their Christian
congregations are natural al-
lies with immigrants looking
for justice and a better life.
They also said they wanted
to overcome underlying bar-
riers between two communi-
ties — immigrant and Afri-
can-American — who have
* increasingly lived side-by-
side in East Bay cities.

“In the public arena, most

African-Americans do not
want to criticize immigrants.
They do it privately,” said the
Rev. Phil Lawson, a retired
pastor in Hercules.
. Lawson said a number of
black churches in the Bay
Area have a decades-long
history of dedicating time
‘over Labor Day weekend
for what's called “a message
from labor.”

Ministers take time out of

weekend services to let union
workers share stories of their
work experiences and con-
nect them to their Christian
faith.

But a new effort to wel-
come Latino visitors into pre-
dominantly African-Ameri-
can churches has shifted the
focus into thinking about the
country’s newcomers and the
controversial topic of illegal
immigration.

Lawson traces the grow-
ing interfaith support for
changing immigration laws
to a May 2006 meeting he
held with a dozen local min-
isters and other African-
American leaders at Downs
Memorial United Methodist
Church in North Oakland.
At the time, lawmakers, lob-
byists, media commentators
and the American public
were fiercely debating immi-
gration reform bills that were
eventually dropped after a
cacophony of protests.

“I decided the black voice
was not being heard in the
immigration issue, so we de-
cided to get members of the
black community. together,”
Lawson said.

What came out of the
meeting was the Black Alli-
ance for Just Immigration, a
group that helped coordinate
Sunday’s events with the East
Bay Interfaith Committee for
Worker Justice.

Their objectives include
legalizing millions of un-
documented  immigrants,
improving the conditions im-
migrants face in federal de-
tention facilities and ending
what they say is a system that

“Sometimes when
we don’t talk to
each other and
don’t hear each
others’ story, we
alienate each other.”

— The Rev. Brian Woodson,
Bay Area Christian
Connection

allows businesses to exploit
low-income immigrants.

Lawson said pastors have
held private meetings with
congregations, creating a
safe space to talk about how
immigration has changed the
landscape of neighborhoods
across the East Bay that for
decades were home to Afri-
can-Americans.

“Why are newcomers
coming into our neighbor-
hood? Why are they taking
the jobs?” Lawson said, de-
seribing some of the ques-
tions discussed.

Lawson said he has looked
for ways to find common
ground.

“Most African-Americans,
either they or their parents
migrated (to the Bay Area)
from other places in the state
or from the South, or Texas,
looking for work, looking to |!
better their lives, which is
exactly why immigrants mi-
grate,” Lawson said. “There’s
a powerful connection be-
tween immigrants coming
into the United States and
the African-American com-
munity.”




